ZIYARAT GUIDE - VISITOR PACK

Shrine of Imam Hussain (as)

Written by A humble human

The burial place of Imam Hussain (as) in Karbala, and the heart of ziyarat for millions
of visitors each year.

Always follow instructions from shrine staff. The latest version of this pack is online at
https://ziyaratguide.com/shrines/shrine-of-imam-hussain

Show this to your driver

® *
al-‘Ataba al-Husayniyya al-Muqaddasa
al-Haram al-Husayn1

Spelling checked against al-‘Ataba al-Husayniyya al-Mugaddasa (Imam Hussain Holy Shrine), official website,
imamhussain.org, accessed 13 October 2026.

Map: no verified pin yet. Search a map app for the Arabic name above. Open map search

Practical information

Getting there

* The shrine is in central Karbala. Visitors usually arrive by road, often from Najaf or Baghdad. We
have not yet sourced reliable journey-time estimates, so none are given here.

Nearby

* The shrine of al-Abbas (as) stands nearby. The open area between the two shrines is known as Bayn
al-Haramayn (“between the two sanctuaries™).

Etiquette
* Dress modestly, move quietly, and give space to people who are praying.

* Be considerate with photography, especially of other visitors. Follow any instructions given by
shrine staff.

Security and facilities


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%A9

* Security checks operate around the shrines. Follow the instructions of shrine staff and security
personnel and any posted signs, use the designated entrances and allow extra time during busy
periods.

 Facilities such as toilets, shoe storage, drinking water and step-free routes differ from site to site
and between entrances. We have not verified them for each location, so please ask shrine staff on
arrival.

* Accessible routes and facilities can vary by entrance and by crowd arrangements on the day. Ask
shrine staff for assistance on arrival.

Before entering

Recommended devotional acts

These acts are described in devotional sources as recommended (mustahabb). They are not obligatory.
RELIGIOUS BELIEF

Performing ghusl (ritual bathing) for ziyarat before visiting.

RELIGIOUS BELIEF

Approaching with humility, and reciting the words asking permission to enter (idhn al-dukhul) before
going into the sanctuary.

RELIGIOUS BELIEF

Reciting a ziyarat text, such as Ziyarat Warith, and offering a two-unit prayer of ziyarat.

Religious obligations

Ziyarat does not suspend everyday obligations such as daily prayers and modesty. The specific rulings
depend on the scholar (marja‘) you follow, so check their published guidance for questions such as
prayer for travellers.

Venue rules

Security checks operate around the shrines. Rules on separate entrances, bags, phones and clothing
are set by the shrine administration and can change. Follow the instructions of shrine staff and
security personnel, use the designated entrances and allow extra time during busy periods.

General etiquette

Dress modestly and move quietly. Give way to people who are praying, elderly visitors and families.
Be careful with photography, especially of other visitors.



Devotional texts

Greeting to Imam Hussain (as)

Opening lines only. This is not the complete text.
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As-salamu ‘alayka ya Aba ‘Abdillah, wa ‘ala l-arwahi llati hallat bi-fina'ik.
Peace be upon you, O Aba Abdillah, and upon the souls who camped in your courtyard.

Arabic source: Ziyarat Guide (existing website), ziyaratguide.com, accessed 13 October 2026.
Transliteration: Draft transliteration prepared for this preview. Not yet reviewed.

Translation: English as shown on the existing Ziyarat Guide site. Translator not identified.

Ziyarat Ashura
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Arabic source: Ziyarat ‘Ashiird’, vowelled Arabic text, Arabic Wikisource. Marked as a public-domain text. Accessed 14
October 2026.
Translation: No English translation is shown yet. We will add one only when a named translation has been chosen and

permission to reproduce it confirmed.

Not printed in this pack: Ziyarat Warith. The online guide at https://ziyaratguide.com/shrines/shrine-of-imam-hussain

links to where you can read it.
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